
 
 

Voter Newsletter 
President’s Message 

First, I want to extend a very warm 
welcome to the more than thirty members 
who have joined our League since the 
election last November!  Then I’d like to 
ask each of you – new and regular 
members alike - how you would like to be 
involved.   

Our Annual Meeting on May 15 is an 
opportunity to begin to get a handle on 
different facets of the League of Women 
Voters and to start to assess where you 
might fit in or what piece you might like to 
try in order to find a niche you’re 
comfortable with.  We have standing 
committees like Voter Service, Member 
Meetup (M&M) planning and Membership 
that you can sign on to be a part of.  We’re 
also in need of a newsletter editor – if you 
have some expertise along that line, 
please consider stepping up and taking 
over!  We also have an empty Director 
seat on the Board for 2017-19.  You may 
volunteer at this meeting! 

Then there is our “wish list” of possible 
projects we could/should undertake but 
with no set direction or committee 
structure as yet.  One is to try to connect 
with students in high schools to draw them 
into League’s orbit.  At its national 
convention in June 2016, the LWVUS 
changed its By-Laws to allow members to 
be as young as 16 years old.  They also 

need not yet be citizens.  The fact that children 
of immigrants and/or refugees are well 
represented in St. Paul’s public schools, 
suggests the circumstances are ripe to get to 
work on this goal.  Do you have ideas or 
connections? 

A second goal, again one where the path 
forward isn’t clear yet, is to help increase voter 
turnout in areas of St. Paul where those 
numbers are consistently very low.  Like the 
100,000 people in Ramsey County who are 
MIA when it comes to voting.  One of our 
incoming Board members is going to update a 
report done by one of our League members 
several years ago:  “Who Didn’t Vote?”   
Several County Commissioners representing 
areas of St. Paul share our concern and we 
expect to work with them to identify what can 
be done.  Your ideas would be appreciated!       

Finally, I believe the Board is going to form 
a committee to work on the 100th birthday 
celebration of the founding of the League of 
Women Voters, which will occur in 2020.  If 
you like parties, you could follow up on that! 

As you can see, League members are 
energized and eager to continue to be a factor 
in the civic life of St. Paul.  We’re happy you 
joined and hope your membership in our 
League will be rewarding as well as fruitful. 

 
— Mary Vik, Co-President 
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97th Annual Meeting of the LWV St. Paul 
 
When:  Mon. May 15, 2017  5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
 
Where: Episcopal Church Homes Campus, 1860 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
 

5:30-6p.m.   Socialize  
6:00 p.m.  Dinner (catered by Episcopal Homes Catering Service) 

Awards, to be followed by: 
Business Meeting – Election of Officers & Directors 
Direction to the Board 

 
Cost: $20/person. Prepaid reservations only.  
 
To Pay: Either online (lwvsp.org) or send check made out to LWVSP to: LWV St Paul, 550 
Rice Street, St. Paul, MN  55103 
 
Deadline:  May 10, 2017 
 
A special invitation to new LWV members: This is a great opportunity to socialize, to meet 
other members, get questions answered and to become more involved in planning and 
helping with events for the coming year.  We hope to see you there!  
 
Questions:  shack194849@gmail.com   
 

Save The Dates 

 
May 10th 10:15 a.m. | Book Club | The War on Science: Who’s Waging It, Why It Matters, What We 
Can Do About It | Sun Ray Library 
 
May 15th 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. | 97th Annual Meeting | Episcopal Church Homes Campus, 1860 University 
Ave. W., St. Paul 
 
June 14th 10:15 a.m. | Book Club | Born A Crime: Stories From a South African Childhood, by Noah 
Trevor | Sun Ray Library 
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Good News About Good Government in Minnesota 
by Mary C. Voight 
 
After almost four months working in one of the largest state agencies in Minnesota, the Department of 
Transportation, in the Commissioner’s Office, I must share the good news about Minnesota 
government.  It appears to me that the people who work in the public sector really believe in the 
mission of the role of government and consciously choose to work in the public sector.  In addition to 
engineering topics, major topics that dominate multiple Division meetings (132 people across the 
state) are:   

• Customer Service - really listening to farmers about mowing and haying of ditches in rural 
Minnesota, while respecting the wishes of residents who want to protect animal habitat and 
maintain fairness.  Answering the phone when someone calls the Commissioner’s phone with 
a request about Jefferson Bus lines or a complaint, and having a plan to direct and to return 
the call and provide answers. 

• Accountability - keeping taxpayers in mind when spending decisions are being made whether 
it is bidding for conferences or construction, working hard to guarantee access and shared 
opportunities 

• Efficiency – keeping contracting and administrative processes lean and using resources 
wisely 

• Diversity – deeply integrated hiring progress with many women in senior leadership roles.   
• Community – reaching out to K-12 schools to share the “Bridge Up” curriculum, and offering 

high school and college students paid internships. 
• Cutting Edge – being a leader and doing visionary work from bike paths, to charging stations 

and using drones to inspect bridges.   

Colleagues have a very modern vision of Minnesota that anticipates future needs, incorporates 
innovation, while being responsive to all Minnesotans, and listening, really listening and taking 
seriously the concerns of Minnesota residents.  The best example of this dedication is the stories 
about what is was like working at MnDOT when the I-35W bridge collapsed in 2007.  I was told that 
all MnDOT employees returned to work, including staff who couldn’t fly so drove back to Minnesota 
from Kansas and who abandoned their vacations.  The Assistant Commissioner of Engineering 
Services Division is a bridge engineer, a woman and my boss and her staff has endless stories of 
people showing up offering to help, of incredible organization, efficiency and speed in decision-
making, people working all weekend, and dedication that brought me to tears.   An unexpected task 
was dealing with the national media. 

The corridor with the offices of the Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner Chief Engineer, Deputy 
Commissioner Chief Operating and Financial Officer, Chief of Staff, and Government Affairs Director 
is lined with quotations about service from Marge Piercy (author of Woman on the Edge of Time), 
Florence Nightingale, Mother Teresa, Harriet Tubman, Susan B. Anthony, Nelson Mandela, Cesar 
Chavez, Albert Schwietzer, Martin Luther King, George Washington, Kindergarten Report card: plays 
well together, and Robert K. Greenleaf:  “First comes a desire to serve, then a conscious choice to 
serve.  One must ask, are the people being served becoming healthier, wiser, more free and better 
citizens.” It is called the Service Corridor.  Like the recently refurbished paintings throughout the State 
Capitol, State employees embody those principles that influenced the creation of Minnesota 
government at the turn of the last century, people who still believe in the constructive role that good 
government plays in our society, and who make our government well-run.  
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Voter Service 
The Election is Coming! The Election is Coming! The Election is Coming!  

 
Wow. Without an incumbent running for Mayor, and the new Ranked Choice Voting in place, 
campaigns for Mayoral candidates have focused early on the party caucuses. (Never mind that 
this is a non-partisan election.) Highland, Mac-Groveland District Councils and the School 
District first contacted the League to organize a Candidate Forum in that neighborhood, while 
Hallie Q. Brown Community Center also requested one. 

Two forums for Mayoral candidates have been set. They will be: 

DATE: October 11, 2017 

TIME: 7:00 p.m. 

PLACE:  Highland High School 

1015 S Snelling Ave 

Saint Paul MN 55116 

DATE: September 27, 2017 

TIME: 7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Hallie Q. Brown Community Center 

270 Kent St N. 

St. Paul MN 55102 

These events will have the standard League non-partisan format with a moderator to read written 
questions from the audience. It will also be filmed for broadcast by SPNN-TV. 

School Board candidate forum is yet to be determined. Possibly a meet-and-greet format at the 
East Side Freedom Library as we organized last year. 

But that’s not all. Building on successes in voter registration in 2016, the branch libraries 
requested a series of voter registration drives. Merrick Community Services on the East Side has 
weekly food shelf distributions and would be happy to see League Voter registration and any or 
all. The East Side will be a particular target for League because of the low voter turnout in many 
of those precincts. 

Volunteer opportunities galore. Two-hour shifts at the time and library are flexible to fit your 
schedule because planning is still early. Even choose once-a-week. Merrick is daytimes Mon-
Wed-Thur. 

For more information, contact Sig Johnson. Email Sigrid.johnson@comcast.net or 651-739-2812. 

LWVSP CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
 
As of June 1, our League no longer will occupy incubator space at the 
Women’s Building on Rice Street. We will be sharing an office with Skylark 
Opera in Landmark Center.  New address:  LWV St. Paul, 75 Fifth St. W., 
Suite 224, St. Paul MN  55102. 
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 indicated fewer investigations during times of low 

financial support, how many cases tend to result 
in reunification, and a division of cases 
investigated broken down by race.  
 
LWVSP Member Tara Borton set up this program 
and contributed in clarifying things here and there 
for us "laymen" in the audience. It was a very 
informative presentation by extremely 
knowledgeable professionals. They put a lot of 
work into their presentation, which we will make 
available to all in the future.  
 
In recognizing that work in such a field is very 
difficult - not just because of the seriousness of 
their responsibilities, but also the challenge of 
funding cuts and regulatory requirement, LWVSP 
reminded them that with positions on child 
welfare, we are available to support them in 
lobbying, Letters to the Editors, or any other 
action requested.  
 
Thank you Tara, Emma and Autumn for the very 
informing presentation! 

Medical Cannabis Event 
 

 
 

Deepa McGriff, Minnesota Department of Health 
Research Scientist, with Mary Vik, Co-President, 

LWVSP. Dr. McGriff led a discussion on 
Minnesota's Medical Cannabis program at 

O'Gara's Bar & Grill on March 29th. 
 

 

 
 
The Child Protection M&M was held on 
4/14/2017 at the Hallie Q Brown Community 
Center. Speakers were: Autumn Baum, JD, 
Policy Analyst, DHS Child Safety and 
Permanency; Emma Lofgren, Social Worker, 
Hennepin County; Tara Borton, JD, DHS Child 
Safety. 
 
The presentation was attended by approximately 
15 people, some LWVSP members, a few from 
other Leagues and community guests. There was 
plenty of time for questions and discussions and 
the audience was very engaged. 
 
Ms. Lofgren led us through the process of how 
calls alleging abuse or endangerment were 
handled in the field. She used fictional cases to 
show possible outcomes in the process. She 
shared the difficulty with high turnover creating 
larger caseloads. In Minneapolis, the program 
has started to concentrate more focus on 
prevention and training to reduce later 
involvement because of escalation. 
 
Ms. Baum explained the procedures that are 
followed and different routes the calls can take 
when received by CPS. She explained who is 
involved in each case as it moves through the 
system. At least a half dozen staff work with each 
child as they navigate through the required steps 
to keep the child safe. We also were shown 
graphs and charts showing historical data that 
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The Lobbying Experience 
 
By Nick Harper 
 
LWV Minnesota has been busy at the Capitol this 
legislative session staying aware of committee 
activities and advocating on core issues like 
money in politics, redistricting, and election laws. 
This year, the Action Committee split into two 
task forces to focus our efforts: Environmental 
Policy Task Force, which focuses on natural 
resources and environmental protection, and 
Democracy Task Force, which focuses on core 
League issues like voting rights, money in 
politics, redistricting, and other election law.  
 
We track bills as they are introduced, follow them 
through the committee process, and advocate at 
committee hearings as necessary. I have been 
primarily focused on redistricting, which has been 
a surprisingly hot topic this year. LWV Minnesota 
supports an independent redistricting 
commission; you can learn more about LWV 
Minnesota’s position and other information here. 
The League and other organizations like 
Common Cause have been so far successful in 
defeating a controversial provision that would 
prohibit independent redistricting commissions.  
 
LWV Minnesota always looks for more members 
to join the Action committee and its taskforces. If 
you’re interested in learning more, there are 
several ways to get started. Read the latest issue 
of the Capitol Letter, LWV Minnesota’s bi-weekly 
newsletter during the legislative session written 
by volunteer lobbyists like myself. You can also 
update your subscription information with LWV 
Minnesota to get Action Alerts and the Capitol 
Letter.  

JOIN US! 

 
 

Work with us to increase voter 
turnout!  Get involved yourself and get 

friends involved.  League is not a 
gender-specific organization - men are 

welcome!  JOIN THE LEAGUE OF 
WOMEN VOTERS ST. PAUL TODAY! 

 
To join, go online to http://lwvsp.org/join 
or send your check made out to LWVSP 

to:  550 Rice St., St. Paul MN 55103. 
 

 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Teresa Buetel 
Sharon Chace 

Ev Hanson-Florin 
Janet Higgins 

Connye Lacombe 
Melissa Malen 
Nancy O’Brien 

Jane Olson 
Barbara McKernan 

Alexandra (Sandy) Muschenheim 
 
 
 

Our April book club had a very good discussion of what most thought an 
interesting book, A Nation of Nations: A Great American Immigration Story, by 
Tom Gjelten. Included were personal stories of immigrants from Korea, Bolivia 
and Libya describing their experiences beginning a new life in our country. 
May's book is The War on Science: Who's Waging It, Why It Matters, and What 
We Can Do About It, by Minnesota author Shawn Lawrence Otto. This book is 
the winner of the Minnesota Book Award for Nonfiction. 
June's book will be Born A Crime: Stories From a South African Childhood, by 
Noah Trevor.   
 

Book Club 
2nd Wednesdays @ 10:15 a.m. Sun Ray Library, 2105 Wilson Ave. 
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